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Shelby, North Carolina will become home to an 86-key Fairfield 
Inn & Suites by Marriott. The proposed development will be the 

second upper midscale product in the market. The four-story hotel 
will include a breakfast dining area and offer one meeting room, an 
outdoor pool with a sundeck and a fitness room. Other amenities 
will include a small business center, a market pantry, a guest laundry 
room and vending areas on select guest room floors. A regional hotel 
management company will manage the property.

The property is located in Cleveland County, approximately 40 
miles west of Charlotte and 15 miles west of I-85. The local market 
has strong business, leisure, medical and university hotel demand 
drivers. The Shelby area is centrally located between the two largest 
metropolitan areas of the Carolinas, Charlotte and Greenville/
Spartanburg, and serves as the gateway between Charlotte and 
Asheville. The neighborhood where the property will be located 
is currently in the growth life cycle. Forty percent of the area is 
considered residential, with a large neighborhood backing up to the 
project site to the north. Twenty-five percent of the immediate area 
includes significant retail shopping and restaurants. Twenty percent 
of the neighborhood is considered office/industrial and fifteen 
percent is considered undeveloped.

The recently opened LeGrand Center, a 20,000 sq. ft. multi-use 
facility used for banquets, meetings, and entertainment, 1.4 miles 
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away, will be a major demand driver for the hotel. The Center was 
built by Cleveland County in 2012 for $19 million and has seating 
for up to 1,000 people for corporate events, weddings, fundraisers, 
and other social gatherings. 

Companies that have a significant presence in the area include 
Schletter Inc., Reliance Electric, Curtiss-Wright, PPG Industries, 
Clearwater Paper, Baldor Electric, Eaton Corp, Walmart 
Distribution Center and several large data centers including Google, 
Apple, and Facebook. In addition to corporate demand in the area 
from companies, the proposed hotel will be located one mile from 
Cleveland Community College and ten miles from Gardner-Webb 
University. The schools have a combined enrollment of over 7,300 
students and draw a strong contingent of visitors to the area. 

Furthermore, the proposed hotel is located three miles from 
Cleveland Regional Medical Center, a 241-bed hospital serving 
greater Cleveland County, NC, and the surrounding region. The 
hospital and its affiliates are the largest employers in the area and will 
serve as a strong hotel demand driver. Finally, two noted cultural/
entertainment venues, the Earl Scruggs Center and the 400-seat 
Don Gibson Theatre, are in downtown Shelby just three miles from 
the hotel. Downtown has seen a revitalization over the last five to 
ten years with a brewery opening recently amongst other higher-end 
retail shops and restaurants.

$8.475 million 25 years 19


