
Oregon is home to an established and growing winery. Since 
opening in 2013, our customer has been growing revenue 

and cash sales year-over-year. Starting out as two friends with 
a passion for wine, they built their resumes by working at high-
end wineries and studying the industry to one day open their 
own company. With careful sourcing of grapes, the customer 
buys premium fruit and collaborates with various vineyard sites.  
The customer sells their wine through different outlets. Their 
tasting room attracts tourists and locals while helping to 
build the wine club. They also sell their product on a website 
dedicated to small producing wineries. With selections ranging 
from bone-dry rieslings to reserve cabernets, they have a wine 
for everyone to enjoy. 
To meet the demand for their product, the customer financed 
equipment and working capital through other banks and 
individuals resulting in short term debt. Although the interest 
rates seemed attractive at the time, the short amortization of 
the debts were choking cash flow and not allowing the winery 
to grow organically through the building cash reserves. 
Live Oak Bank was able to refinance all of their existing debt 
resulting in savings of over $115,000 per year. With the ability 
to refinance existing debt over a longer term with a bank rate, 
the customer is now able to reinvest cash into the business for 
growth. Live Oak also provided a line of credit for receivables 
and inventory. 

Winery Refinance Case Study 

Loan Volume Closed for OR 
Craft Beverage Producers*

Loan Amount:  
$1,392,000

Location:  
Oregon

Loan Type: 
SBA 7a

The customer grew case sales from 28,000 to 41,000 in under 
18 months and has been building balance sheet cash ever since. 
Live Oak Bank not only consolidated their debt into one long-
term loan but is now partnering with the customer for future 
expansions to enhance growth. 
If this situation sounds similar to yours or you’d like to discuss 
loan options for your next expansion project, please contact me. 
I’m ready to help you reach your goals.
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*Data sourced internally via Business Analytics. Loan volume originated between 
Q2 2015 and Q2 2018 including SBA 7a, SBA 7a Express and conventional loans, 
as well as lines of credit. Stats compiled on 10/10/18.
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