
It’s a wonderful feeling to watch your brewery grow and 
for demand to outweigh supply, but it’s challenging when 

you cannot produce any more beer. Live Oak Bank’s client in 
Tennessee was completely maxed out at their current location. 
The 7,000-barrel brewery could not produce any more beer on 
their 15-barrel system. Weekend events drew in thousands of 
people where the client had to withhold beer from distributors 
to meet local demand.
Live Oak was able to provide an expansion loan for opening 
a second production location. A large portion of the loan was 
to purchase a 30-barrel brewhouse with capacity for 10,000 
barrels and space to grow production. Within the 15-year loan, 
we provided tenant improvements to upfit the production and 
tasting room space. 
Now their original location can serve as an experimental 
location offering a variety of new styles for tasting room and 
distribution consumption. The large production facility can 
produce high volume core brands focused on distribution 
throughout Tennessee. The synergies between the two locations 
will allow the company to grow volume but also profitability. 

Brewery Expansion Case Study 

Loan Amount:
$1,392,000

Location:  
Tennessee

Loan Type: 
SBA 7a

Live Oak Bank’s long-term loan provides financing with low 
monthly payments but the ability to pre-pay faster. 
If this situation sounds similar to yours or you’d like to discuss 
loan options for your next expansion project, please contact me. 
I’m ready to help you reach your goals.
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Loan Volume Closed for TN 
Craft Beverage Producers*

*Data sourced internally via Business Analytics. Loan volume originated between 
Q2 2015 and Q2 2018 including SBA 7a, SBA 7a Express and conventional loans, 
as well as lines of credit. Stats compiled on 10/10/18.
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